AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No.: Q88366 

Application No.: 10/537,493 

Please replace the present Abstract of the Disclosure with the following new 
Abstract of the Disclosure: 



3 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No.: Q88366 

Application No.: 10/537,493 

Abstract of the Disclosure 

Disclosed is a method for producing fermented milk by promoting fermentation without 
adding any fermentation-promoting substance and novel fermented milk with a thick and smooth 
mouth feel and a mild flavor. The method enhances fermentation efficiency by reducing the 
dissolved oxygen in a mix of raw materials for fermented milk at the start of fermentation 
through substitution with inert gases. 
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